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Original Use: 
The Rowan (originally The Chester Building) was formally home to many of the city’s 
oldest and most prominent law offices and stock brokerage firms during the golden 
years of Los Angeles downtown area. Located in what was referred to as “The Wall 
Street of the West”, this portion of South Spring Street is now referred to as the Old Bank 
District within the DTLA Historic Core.  
 
The Name & The Developer: 
Robert Arnold Rowan, Sr., (1875-1918), President of the R.A. Rowan and Company, 
financed the construction of the Rowan Building in 1911. In its early years, it served as a 
major office building for legal and brokerage firms. Rowan and Company, in 1914, dealt 
in real estate, insurance and loans or what we call developers today. Rowan founded 
the highly successful R.A. Rowan and Company in 1904, and was responsible for 
financing many office towers built during the 1910s in Los Angeles's central business 
district, including the Title Insurance Building, Security Building, and the Title Guaranty 
Building.  
 
Original Design & Architects:  
John Parkinson (1861-1935) and George Edwin Bergstrom (1876-1955) 
 
George Edwin Bergstrom, often referred to as G. Edwin Bergstrom, was a MIT graduate 
who was most notably built and sold a house worth $100,000 in 1910 here in Los 
Angeles. A huge sum at the time. He would go on to be one of the two Chief Architects 
to design the Pentagon Building in Arlington VA in 1941 
 
England-born John Parkinson was originally a Seattle based architect known for 
designing and building some 30 different schools and three million dollars of 
commercial buildings by 1894.  
 
Together Bergstrom and Parkinson built 27 of the most notable buildings in the Los 
Angeles, primarily in DTLA including; Hotel Rosslyn next door at 5th & Main, Hotel 
Alexandria Annex kitty-corner from the Rowan, Bullocks at 636 S Broadway, the Los 
Angeles Athletic Club at 7th/Olive across from Nomad Hotel, Alhambra City Hall, Ford 
Motor Company Factory at 2050 E. 7th, the massive Pac Mutual Building at 536 W 6th 
Street, the imposing Federal Reserve building at 409 W. Olympic and the Title Insurance 
& Trust Building located just down the street and across from the Rowan at 456 S Spring 
which is undergoing a massive $40 million renovation into creative office space.  
 
The enduring beaux-arts style building offers the allure and appeal of the era. Ornate 
cast iron rosettes hang from the building's cornice, and elegant glazed terra cotta panels 
cover the facade. During its construction, the Times described it as a "mammoth" 
structure being built with the most massive steel girders and beams ever used on the 
West Coast. The building, built from 3000 tons of steel, was the largest office in Los 
Angeles in 1911. During its construction, hundreds of people lined the street "to see the 
huge crane swinging these titanic metal units of the structural plan into place for the 
workmen with the air riveters. Inside, many original features remain. Art Deco elevator 
doors welcome your ascent, Carrera marble hallways that offer a deep connection with 
sophistication while oversized mahogany framed windows offer natural light and 
nighttime cityscape views.  
 
 



Renovation Period to Today 
# Units in Building: 206 
Renovation Period: 2006 – 2009.   
Budget: $20,000,000 
Architects: Killefer-Flammang Dodd Mitchell. 
 
 
The modern visionary DTLA developer Tom Gilmore purchased the Rowan Building in 
2000 with an eye to convert it into loft housing. After eight years of planning and 
construction this 13-story historic building was reborn into live/work condominium 
units and retail spaces on the ground floor.  Through Adaptive Reuse programs the 
project qualified for tax incentives. Those tax incentives continue on to the current unit 
owners through significant Property Tax savings via The Mills Act.  
 
There were several highlights to the renovation of the Rowan. Structurally, the building 
underwent and major seismic retrofit upgrade and had three new elevator systems 
installed. The development called for the installation of over eight hundred new doors 
and restoration of over one thousand windows, all of which were completed smoothly. 
Another highlight was the installation of a new window washing system for the 
building. “Working to retrofit a building that was originally constructed nearly one-
hundred years ago was very challenging and in the end rewarding.” Tom Gilmore 
 
Deeply rooted in the history of downtown Los Angeles, The Rowan Building is now an 
iconic loft residence that is a landmark of timeless elegance within downtown’s Old 
Bank District and a key trigger to the resurgence of the area. 
 
Building Features: 
24-hour Patrol and Concierge 
Waterscape Fountains 
Private Lounge 
Greenbelt 
Gas BBQ Area 
 
Residence Features: 
10 Feet Ceilings on Most Floors 
Penthouse Units Offer 15+ Feet Ceilings 
Hardwood Birch Flooring 
Fine Italian Kitchens Including Scavolini Cabinets with Granite or Caesarstone 
Countertops 
Bosch Stainless Steel Appliances 
Scavolini Bathroom Cabinets with Granite or Caesarstone Countertops 
Toto Bathroom Fixtures 
Washer and Dryer Ready 
4' x 8' or Larger Mahogany Framed Windows 
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